
      

 

 

 

 
 

 

Through Iris' Eyes 

 
Hello Everyone, 
 

I am amazed how quickly time passes. Do you feel that way, too? Is it life after retirement? 

Life in The Villages? The need for naps and more sleep? 
 

Whatever the answer, two years have passed and my term as president of Temple Shalom ends at the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) on January 14. Please mark your calendar for that important meeting. The time is 

6:00 pm.  
 

The meeting agenda consists of the 2018 budget, by-law amendments, and the election of Board positions.  
 

I will share my reflections as Temple President at that meeting. For now, I’ll just extend my deep appreciation 

to the Board Members, Committee Chairpersons, hundreds of volunteers, and staff members. It is not possible 

to be an active successful Temple without the hard work and efforts of the congregation and paid staff. Thank 

you one and all.  
 

This is my last column. I hope you enjoyed reading them as much as I enjoyed writing “Through Iris’s Eyes”. 

Thanks for the memories…  

 

L’Chaim 
 

Iris Holtz 

president@tscfl.org 
 
 
 
Announcements from the President 

 

Many thanks to Butch and Sandy Ballot for gifting the two framed Chagall plaque sets now hanging on the 

wall in the Oneg Room. Sandy, the Art Chairperson, designed and professionally framed the sets with the 

plaques that were donated to the Temple. They are lovely.   

 

Many thanks to Sandi Newmark, Shalom Co-Editor. Sandi recently resigned in order to focus on her 

photography projects and travel. Her work as an editor this past year is deeply appreciated.  

 

I’d like to welcome Jeanne Richter to the Shalom. Jeanne will replace Terri Behar as the Ad Sales Manager. I 

wish Jeanne much success.  

 

I would to extend deep appreciation to Terri Behar for six years of volunteering. Terri was the reason ads are in 

each edition. Good luck with your art work, Terri.  
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Lessons Learned Along the Way 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAY? 

There is a big controversy brewing here in America. Do we greet someone at this season 

according to their specific holiday – Merry Christmas or Happy Hanukkah? Or do we 

simply use a generic greeting – Happy Holiday? 
 

I find such controversies rather silly, distracting from the joy of the season. Personally, if someone wants to 

greet me with good wishes at this time of the year, I am happy to accept whatever language they choose to use. 

If they say “Happy Holiday,” I appreciate the generic greeting, recognizing that not everybody celebrates 

Christmas. And if they wish me “Merry Christmas,” I am aware that this is a holy day to the vast majority of 

Americans, and will return the words “Merry Christmas.” Life is too short for such petty controversies. 
 

Having said that, I am not in favor of confusing various holidays which happen to fall at this time of year. 

Holidays have their own history and their own integrity. For Jews, Hanukkah celebrates the right to be 

different, to celebrate their religion in spite of those who would force them to assimilate. The events of 

Hanukkah took place over one hundred years before the birth of Jesus. To Christians, Christmas celebrates 

the birth of the man who they believe was God incarnate. It is far more important holiday in Christian 

tradition. The holidays are not related. 
 

However, deep underneath the particulars of these festivals, perhaps there is a link. Let us explore a very 

ancient Midrash (Rabbinic tale). The Midrash goes back before either holiday, all the way to the first man 

Adam. Of course, Adam symbolizes universal man. Could it be that there is a universal message behind both 

these festivals? 
 

The Talmud teaches, “When the first man saw the days getting shorter and shorter, he said woe is me, because 

of my sins the world is returned to darkness on my account; this is the death that I have received as 

punishment from heaven. He began eight days of fasting and prayer. When he saw the winter solstice and the 

days getting longer and longer, he celebrated eight days of festivity. Every year he declared the days at the 

beginning and end as festivals. He made them into days for the purpose of heaven, but idolaters made them 

into days of idolatry” 
 

The Talmud continues that this makes sense if you believe the world was created in the fall, for Adam has only 

seen days getting shorter. (Jews believe the world was created on Rosh Hashana, in the beginning of the fall.) 

But if you believe, as some Rabbis did, that the world was created in the spring, Adam has seen days get longer 

and days get shorter. Why would he be frightened? The Talmud comes up with an alternative Midrash. 

“When the first man saw the sun setting on the first day, he said, Woe is me, because of my sins the world is 

returned to darkness on my account; this is the death that I have received as punishment from heaven. He 

fasted and cried all the night and Eve cried next to him. When he saw the sun rise again, he proclaimed, This 

is the way of the world. He then brought God the first offering. 
 

Adam is really each one of us. Each of us has moments in our life when we believe that darkness will 

overwhelm us. Each of us has moments when we believe the days will get shorter and colder and soon 

disappear altogether. Or we believe the sun will set and never rise again. Adam fasted before the winter 

solstice and after the first sunset. Then when light came out again, he celebrated and declared days of joy and 

light. Perhaps there is a universal human need to celebrate our darkest day with lights and joy. 
 

Hanukkah and Christmas, for all their separateness, share a deep spiritual truth. Both fall at the darkest, 

coldest days of the year (at least for those who live in the Northern hemisphere.) And both emphasize the 

lighting of lights to chase away the darkness. Both hearken back to that early festival celebrated by Adam at 

the dawn of time. Let us light lights and look forward to spiritual joy, whatever holiday we happen to 

celebrate. 
  

Rabbi Glazer 

villagesrabbi@aol.com 
 

For those who would like to see Rabbi Glazer, please call his cell phone day or night. He will make himself available to 

you on short notice, if necessary. His office hours are unpredictable due to many responsibilities required by his job as 

Rabbi. 352.748.1895 office / 719.510.1901 cell 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WHAT'S HAPPENING: Events and Meetings 
 

1st Monday  Sisterhood Meeting: 10:00 a.m. 

3rd Monday  Brotherhood Meeting: 9:00 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Thursdays Golden Hands Needlework: 11:00 a.m. 

3rd Thursday  Board Meeting: 3:30 p.m. 
 

Dec 4 (Mon)  Sisterhood Meeting: 10:00 am 

Dec 6 (Wed)  Israel Solidarity: Israel: Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow:  6:30 pm 

Dec 10 (Sun)  Rosh Chodesh: 2:00 pm 

Dec 11 (Mon)  Sisterhood Paid Up Membership: 2:00 pm 

Dec 13 (Wed)  Chanukah Dinner: 6:00 pm 

Dec 16 (Sat)  Sisterhood: Love Never Dies 

Dec 25 (Mon)  Brotherhood Lunch and a Movie: 2:00 pm 

 

BEREAVEMENT GROUP - If you have lost a loved one within the last year and are interested in joining a 

Bereavement Group at the Temple, we meet from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon every Tuesday in the 

Sisterhood/Brotherhood Room. For information, contact Leah Frederick at 352-751-1808 or 

leahcohen@thevillages.net. 
 

MITZVAH COMMITTEE - Sisterhood women are here to assist you with your Shiva or memorial 

arrangements. For assistance, or if you wish to help others, please call Carol Pozen 352-391-9329, Lydia 

Greene 352-233-9133, Sandy Mele 352-259-1728, or Barbara Fieldman 352-350-2950. 
 

BRICKS - at the front entrance - contact Sandy Ballot 352-259-1451 
 

LEAVES - Tree of Life in foyer - contact Evie Brauer 352-205-8997 
 

PLAQUES - Yahrzeit Plaque - contact Evie Brauer 352-205-8997 
 

PLANT A TREE IN ISRAEL - order forms are available at the Temple office 352-748-1800 
 

ONEG AND KIDDUSH BRUNCH SPONSORS NEEDED - Celebrate your simcha with your Temple family. 

Please contact Elaine Via, ladyvia13@magicalgrove.com or 352-653-9337. 
 

SISTERHOOD DONATION CARDS - The card for all occasions! A picture of Temple Shalom on the front, 

lined inside for your personal message. A convenient way to show you care. Just $5 for a package of 4 cards 

w/envelopes. Contact Barbara Klein 352-430-3933 or Barklein3@aol.com 
 

SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB - If you have not tried it yet and you like to read, the Sisterhood Book Club is the 

place for you. We meet on the second Thursday of every month at the Buffalo Crossings from 4:00-5:45 pm. 

Give us a try. For information, please contact Debbie Dessert at 352-259-88773 debbiteach01@gmail.com. 

GIFT CARDS - A great and easy gift for the holidays are gift cards. 

The Holidays are coming!  The Holidays are coming! 

We have cards available for clothing, electronics, fast foods, restaurants and many others. 

As our costs rise and we strive to keep our dues low a great and painless way to support your Temple is 

through the purchase of gift cards. Your children and grandchildren, the postman and newspaper carrier, will 

appreciate receiving this gift.                                                                       

Karen & Gerry Prezioso 

352-350-3455 
 

Hours: Wednesday: 9:30-12:30, Thursday: 12:30-2:30, Friday before the Shabbat Service from 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
 

Note: you can view the past and current SHALOMs, in color and enlarge the 
   photos by going to tscfl.org and clicking on the PDF on the home page. 
 



TEMPLE SHALOM SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP - Hanukkah is approaching fast.  We will be celebrating the 

holiday with friends and family.  The Gift Shop has many items for this joyous occasion.  
 

One of our new items is Dreidel Dog by Mark H. Newhouse, the newest addition to our fun-filled collection of 

children’s books.  Mark is a multi-award winning author.  You will remember Mark for his passionate speech 

and poem on Kristallnacht.  He loves writing books that make children laugh while they learn.  In Dreidel 
Dog, animated illustrations and hilarious rhyme help children understand the true meaning of 

Hanukkah.  Children can make their own dreidel and learn how to play with the included rules.  He 

hopes Dreidel Dog will become a family treasure enjoyed for years to come. 
 

The Gift Shop is featured on our Website....www.templeshalomcentralfl.org.  Stop by...You'll like what you see. 

We are open Monday through Thursday 9:30 am to 3:30 pm and Friday until noon.  Call Toby 753-2622, Reva 

750-5167 or Derick 748-1800 
  

THE PROMISED LANDscape - donations have had a slow but steady increase thanks to your generosity. At 

this rate, we should hopefully be able to continue the landscape beautification project in the Spring or early 

Summer. Those are great planting seasons so the timing would be perfect. Keep our Temple green…by sending 

your green contributions to the Morgan Landscape Fund! Thank you. 
 

ISRAEL SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE - The Temple Shalom Committee that enhances education and 

awareness of Israel, the land and its people. Contact Marsha Riefs for more info: marshariefs@yahoo.com. 

 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE - The Temple Shalom Committee that promotes information and education to 

address issues pertaining to diversity and tolerance. Jean Gaull at jeanigaull@gmail.com. 

 

Sisterhood: Where It’s Happening 

There were many exciting events that took place in 

October and November. Below are the highlights.  

  
 

The Community Outreach Committee, chaired by 

Sylvia Elinoff, visited eleven facilities to bring them a 

taste of Sukkot. Below is a photo taken at Freedom 

Pointe.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Two busses ventured to Tampa to see Gloria Estefan’s 

“On Your Feet,” a high-energy production at the Straz 

Center. After the show the theater-goers enjoyed a 

delicious meal at Maggiano’s Italian Restaurant. 

Thanks you Sandy Solomon and committee for arranging 

another successful theater trip. 
 

Our intrepid Mah Jongg Tournament chairs ran their last 

tournament before they retire. One hundred and sixty women 

filled the room with laughter and the clicking of tiles. A special 

thank you goes out to the committee and to the chairs, Rita 

Montroy, Debbie Dessert and Laurie Coop. 
 

A very special Sisterhood Shabbat service was led entirely by 

Sisterhood members, with Sisterhood President, Lynn Sindoris, 

leading the service. Thommie Williams, Service and Music 

Coordinator and Laurie Duquette, Choir Director, led a very 

special Sisterhood Choir with violin accompaniment. The 

congregation was thrilled to have a choir leading them in song. 

From left to right are Julie Stein, Charlotte Rosenberg, Sylvia 
Elinoff, Adrienne Cohen and Myra Keltz. 

mailto:jeanigaull@gmail.com


Sisterhood members led special readings which added to the Service. A huge thank you goes to Thommie 

Williams for coordinating the service and to all the 

leaders of Sisterhood who participated in the Service. 

You can see snippits of the service by going to our 

Temple website: 
http://www.templeshalomcentralfl.org/sisterhood1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special events coming soon include our December 4th 

meeting, a celebration of Chanukah and Sisterhood 

election, our High Tea Celebration on December 11th 

for all 2018 Sisterhood members and our Installation 

Ceremony on January 8th. Please look for the flyers for 

more information and join us at these  

Sisterhood events. 

 
SISTERHOOD SLATE OF OFFICERS AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2018 

 Administrative Vice President - Marlene Sontz 

 Fundraising Vice President -  

 Ritual, Social and Community Action Vice President - Marsha Riefs 

 Financial Secretary - Sandee Horowitz 

 Corresponding Secretary – Irene Madison 

 Two Trustees - Rosalie Plotkin and Reva Ceader 

 Three Members of the Nominating Committee - Brenda Gold, Missy Levy and Ellie Liefer 
 

Please join Sisterhood and support our many activities as we come together in peace and camaraderie.  
 

Shalom. 
 

Lynn Sindoris 

Sisterhood President 

Lynnsindoris@icloud.com 
352.633.0285 

 

Brotherhood - At Brotherhood, we have a place for you! 
 

Coming soon at the Brotherhood 
  

As Thanksgiving rapidly approaches and year-ending holidays are just around the corner, it is time to look 

back on the year and see what changes we could have made in our lives that could have made a difference. 

Perhaps we could have been a little kinder, a little gentler and a little more involved in our Temple.  
  

Brotherhood ran a very successful pre-Thanksgiving dinner to get everyone in the mood for the upcoming 

holiday season. I would like to thank my fellow board members who helped with the dinner: Erv Margolis, 

Steve Rosen, Jerry Goldin, Danny Greenberg, Dave Lazar, Mike Broverman, and Larry Gold. A special thank 

you to the lovely ladies: my wife Sherry, Paula Gold and Carol Greenberg, who are always ready to add their 

touch to a lovely table setting.  
  

Next up for Brotherhood is our Holiday Lunch on December 25th at 2:00 p.m. What is more traditional than 

Chinese food and a movie on that day? Is there a movie you would like to recommend, please email me at 

paulelias27@gmail.com and we will try to get a consensus. Members and their guests are welcome. Please fill 

out the reservation form that you get on your email or pick it up at the Temple office. Please make your 

reservations by Dec. 18th.   
  

From left to right are past Presidents Marilyn Byer and 
Eleanor Neff, Torah reader, Sherry Elias and Past President 
Bonny Klepner, Presidents leading the entire Sisterhood with 
the aliyah. 



For the New Year we plan to have our Super Bowl Squares in January. Mark your calendars for the big event 

of the year, Casino Night. This year Casino Night is on February 17th at Hacienda Hills recreation center 7:00 

p.m. We need many volunteers to make it a SUCCESS!  Please say YES when asked to volunteer. We need 

YOU this year as we do every year.  For the newest members of our temple, this is a great way to meet new 

fellow congregants and have fun. The only requirement is to smile and enjoy yourself at a great event that we 

all look forward to each year. 
 

Paul Elias 

President of Brotherhood 

paulelias27@gmail.com    
352.633.2413 
 
 

Can You Hear Me Now?  Hearing Loop Survey  
 

About 30 congregants turned out to learn about the Hearing Loop - a new system being considered by the 

Board of Directors to enable members with hearing issues to enjoy and participate more fully in services and 

programs. Valued at nearly $6,900, Temple Shalom has been offered a discount reducing the system cost to 

about $5,500. A very generous pledge of $1,000 has already been received from an anonymous donor.  
 

The Hearing Loop is compatible with some but not all hearing aids. We are working to obtain a list of 

compatible models. The system comes with two headsets, which would be available on a first, come, first served 

basis. Members whose hearing aids are not compatible with the system and those without hearing aids would 

be able to purchase ta personal headset for $95. 
 

The board needs to determine the need for and genuine interest in the Hearing Loop in order to make an 

informed decision as to its purchase. It is not currently in the temple budget. 
 

If you have difficulty hearing what is happening on the Bimah, please answer three questions for us.   

 
 

1. Would you use the Hearing Loop either with your hearing aid, if compatible, or with a headset that 

you may opt to purchase for yourself? 
 

2. What is the brand and model of your hearing aid, if you use one? 
 

3. Would you consider making a donation toward the Hearing Loop system? 
 

Please email your responses by to: tscfl.communications@gmail.com 
 

 

Your board thanks you for your input into this decision. 
 

Sherry Levin       

Advertising/Public Relations/Media Chair   
 

Butch Ballot 

Building & Grounds Chair 

 

Israel Solidarity Committee 

Jewish National Fund sponsored our program on November 1st which was attended by more than 200. 

Rebecca Shimoni-Stoil, a Washington Correspondent, spoke about "Jerusalem: Past-Present-Future". The   

reviews praised her as being entertaining and informative. 
 

January 3rd we will present Dina Benari, Regional Director of the Friends of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF). 

It is their job to look after the well-being of the soldiers and their families through educational, social, cultural, 

and recreational programs and facilities. 
 

Please join us. 

Marsha Riefs & Charlene Unitan 

 



Shabbat Services Honor and Inspire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bar and Bat Mitzvah students of all ages honored their teacher, Larry Wallace, thanking him for 

his passion and dedication 

The Oneg featured a magnificent “Thank 

you Larry” cake by Marilyn Byer. 

 

Jewish War Veterans led our congregation in a special          

Veterans Day Shabbat to honor men and women who have       

served and those who gave their lives for our freedom. 

 

Our choir added musical 

inspiration to our 

Shabbat worship. 

 



2018 Mah Jongg Card Sales 
 

Sales are going very well! 

We are CLOSE to reaching our first 1,000 cards…but 

Last year we sold 3,000 cards, so we still have a way to go. 
 

Please get a form using the link below and make sure every Maj player you know (and meet!) has purchased 

their 2018 card from US! 
 

Remind them of these selling points: 

 They will have full membership in the National Mah Jongg League 

 Cards are mailed directly to their homes 

 Cards are received 2 weeks before they go on sale at retail outlets 

 Proceeds from card sales are shared with Cornerstone Hospice 
 

Completed orders are sent or brought to the Temple ASAP.  

Please don’t hold orders, especially those paid by check. 
 

Absolute ordering deadline is JANUARY 16, 2018. 
 

Contact us at TSCFLMAJ@gmail.com with any questions. 
 

We thank you for your help and support of Sisterhood and Temple Shalom. 

 

 
  

HOLIDAY VS HOLY DAY: HANUKKAH IS NOT THE JEWISH CHRISTMAS 

Many non-Jews think that Hanukkah is like an eight-day Jewish version of Christmas, what with the lights, 

candles, presents, feasting, etc. seeming so familiar.  Well, it isn’t!!  But how would you go about explaining the 

difference to those with that misunderstanding? You might want to start off with the 

main distinction… Jews celebrate Hanukkah to commemorate the history of the 

Maccabees and how they defeated the Syrians who had defiled The Temple. Christmas, of 

course, celebrates the birth of Jesus. “Understood,” says the non-Jew, but you have 

candles glowing in your windows and so do we.  Explain that.  Candles in the Jewish 

home may be displayed in a Menorah (candle holder) and symbolize the miracle of sacred 

oil lasting eight days, long enough to purify more oil for the holy lamp needed  for the 

rededication of the Temple.  It is told that the placing of candles in the windows of Christians came about as a 

result of the persecution of Irish Catholics by the Protestant English. Since Catholicism was forbidden during 

the time of the Reformation, the Irish Catholic families, wanting a priest to visit their home and give them 

their sacraments would leave the door unlocked, with candles in the windows as a signal.  
 

Then there’s the similarity of the “presence of presents”. “Not fair”, squeal the non-Jewish children. How come 

the Jewish kids get presents for eight days and we only get them for one?  Actually, kids, most Jewish families 

do not exchange gifts – except for giving the children Hanukkah “gelt”, be it silver or chocolate! There are 

families, of course, who will give their children a gift every night for eight nights. Unfortunately, both 

Hanukkah and Christmas have become excuses for a feeding frenzy of consumerism. It is sad that the gift 

giving can be more important than the meaningful reason for the celebration.   
 

That brings us to the feasting for both Hanukkah and Christmas.  It’s a well-known truism that on Christmas 

Day, while the Christians feast on a big dinner of turkey, goose, or ham, Jewish families are eating Chinese 

food.  Why is that? Well, since many Chinese do not practice Christianity, and because of that the Chinese 

restaurants are the only ones open on Christmas Day – naturally, it behooves the Jews to help their Chinese 

brethren make the most of the situation.  Right?  Seriously, though, Jews do eat lots of oily foods during 

Hanukkah – like potato pancakes and jelly donuts.  You remember the story about the oil, yes?  Well, the foods 

are symbolic.  While there is no actual religious reason for the Christmas feast, it is suggested by some 

historians of religion that Christians co-opted pagan Saturnalia, based on the winter solstice – the shortest day 

of the year, after which the sun is reborn and made that the day to honor the birth of Jesus.  (There is no 

known record of the actual birth date.)  With that designation as Christmas Day came the feast.  It’s winter, it’s 

cold, so let’s have a big meal and stay warm inside by the fire. Celebration Time, Let’s Eat!!! 
 

To put the differentiation between Hanukkah and Christmas very simply ….Hanukkah is a relatively minor 



HOLIDAY that celebrates the Miracle of Lights.  Christmas is the major HOLY DAY, combining the miracle of 

the birth of Christ with some of the pagan features of Saturnalia.   
 

Therefore, I sincerely wish that you may enjoy the holiday and/or celebration of your religious, ethnic or socio-

political choice over the coming weeks, whenever it/they may fall and whatever it/they may be named. Be 

happy and merry!!   
 

By Charlotte Newman 

Co-editor of Shalom Newsletter 

 

SIMCHAS TO SHARE 
 

“Promises, Promises” was presented at the Savannah Center,  

Nov. 14-16. 
 

There was an all star cast and two temple members had prominent 

roles: CAROL GREENFIELD was the Director, and LARRY WALLACE 

played an executive businessman in the musical comedy. 
 

 

 

DEBBIE DESSERT is involved with a new musical adventure 

at Wildwood Middle High School. Her Camerata String 

Ensemble played at the summer program and was asked to 

teach strings to students in the after school program. They 

agreed, but then had to get instruments. JERRY GOLDIN 

offered his old violin to be used by a needy student. JERRY 

GALLIN did too. Jerry and Joanne came to visit one 

Wednesday and told student Dakota the news. Thank you to 

both Jerrys. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This column is for sharing good news from temple members... about you or your relatives or friends.  Did your son get a promotion 
or new job? Do you have a new grandchild?  Have you taken a marvelous trip? Did you or someone in your family win accolades or 

an award or a new title?  Let us know…Just send your news to the office by the 15th of the month: office@tscfl.org 

Temple Shalom members KELLEY KAUFMAN and TED GODLIN will be 

traveling to Japan for five weeks.  They are very excited about their 

upcoming vacation because their daughter-in-law is having a second child 

during their visit.   What a Hanukkah gift!  They will be having a visit with 

their son Matt and six year old grandson, Taisei, who was also born in 

Japan. 
  

Recently Matt, Miku and Taisei moved to Dhaka, Bangladesh, where Miku 

is employed by the United Nations UNICEF.  Previously they lived three 

years in Kathmandu, Nepal.  During the summer they get together in The 

Villages, which is a location Matt, Miku and Taisei very much look forward 

to visiting. 

mailto:office@tscfl.org


Ask Bubbe – Talking Grandma Doll 

Ever seen the Mensch on a Bench?  Well, the company that makes that has now 

expanded to an Ask Bubbe, Jewish grandmother tells all doll...like a fortune teller 

with a Yiddish accent. Sure looks like fun!  The perfect Hanukah gift! 
 

By Sandi Newmark 

Co-editor of SHALOM Newsletter 
   

 

Ed-Jew-Cation: Fa la la la la, la la la OY! 
 

Why were so many wonderful Christmas holiday songs written by Jewish musicians?  Nobody 

seems to mind that songs like ‘White Christmas”, “Let it Snow”, Santa Baby”, I’ll be Home for 

Christmas”, “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire”, “Silver Bells”, “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer” to name just a few of the top thirty holiday songs, have a Jewish composer or 

lyricist.  At least one half are attributed to Jewish composers/lyricists.   
 

Other than Adam Sandler’s “Hanukah Song”, and “I have a little Dreidl”, and maybe “Light One Candle”, there 

are no iconic songs for the Jewish holiday that falls so close to Christmas.  There are at least two logical 

reasons for the lack of “popular” Hanukah songs: (1) Jews represent less than 2% of the U.S. population, and 

Christians nearly 80%, so the natural market for Hanukah tunes is really tiny.  Jewish composers were 

interested in making money, like any others. Many Hanukah songs are written in other languages than 

English and aren’t going to get much airplay in the U.S. (2) Most of the songs that are so well known were 

written during the years encompassed in the era of “The Great American Songbook” (1920-1965), when about 

75% of those songs were written by Jews.  (The music profession was wide-open and the young sons of Jewish 

immigrants took advantage of the opportunity to gain fame and fortune. And they did just that!) 
 

It can be said that “White Christmas” by Irving Berlin for a movie in the early 40’s, launched secular 

Christmas music and encouraged other composers, Jews and non-Jews, to contribute more such music for the 

holiday season. Michael Feinstein, a Jewish musician, remarked that “the irreligious nature of these 

Christmas songs may not sit well with pious Christians, but they are now part of the fabric of our larger 

culture, and all singers will sing them.”  The Jewish songwriters saw Christmas as more of an American 

holiday, a traditional time for family gatherings, wintry thoughts of snow, sleigh bells, and warm fires…rather 

than a religious observance. 
 

“The Christmas Song”, otherwise known as “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire” was written on a hot 

summer day in California by Mel Torme and Bob Wells, both Jewish.  Mel had read Bob’s poetry about 

chestnuts roasting.  Bob said he just wanted to write something wintry that would help him cool off.  In 35 

minutes, the two of them wrote one of the most famous Christmas songs ever, and one of Torme’s biggest record 

sellers. 
 

Irving Berlin’s daughter related that her father, married to a Christian woman, encouraged the celebration of 

Christmas in their home.  She said that Berlin felt Christmas in America was a lovely family holiday and noted 

that his Christian neighbors’ celebrations on the Lower East Side were not marked by Christmas pogroms, as 

in his native Russia.  Her dad loved America for lifting him out of poverty, and he celebrated its traditions, 

including Christmas.  It is known that when his cherished wife died, he no longer celebrated any holiday, 

especially Christmas, as it reminded him of the death of his son on Christmas Day.  How ironic that his song, 

“White Christmas”, is probably the most famous of all secular holiday songs.    
 

The last and best story is about “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer”.  The verse is attributed to Robert May, 

who was Jewish and working as a low-paid copywriter for the Montgomery Ward Department Store.  He was 

told to write a cheery Christmas story for kids that the stores could give away in the form of a free booklet to 

shoppers.  He decided to make a deer as his hero because his little daughter liked deer.  He named the deer 

Rollo. Johnny Marks, his brother-in-law and a very talented songwriter, saw the poem and asked to put the 

poem to music.  He changed the reindeer’s name to Rudolph and was able to convince Gene Autry, the singing 

cowboy, to record the song in 1949.  It became a huge hit.  Marks retained all the rights to the song, and May’s 

daughter said the royalties kept their family solvent.  (Marks, a prolific songwriter, also wrote, “Have a Holly 



Jolly Christmas”, and “Rockin’ Round the Christmas Tree”.) 
 

So even though we live in warm sunny Florida, the mass majority of music you hear in December is winter-y 

and “Christmas-y”. But we know it really is “Jewish-y” music, so be of good cheer, and merrily sing along       

Fa la la la la, la la la OY! 
 

By Charlotte Newman 

Co-editor of SHALOM Newsletter 

 

 

 

 
For info regarding advertising in the SHALOM, contact Jeannie Richter:  sheepdawgz2@aol.com / 908-310-4264 
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Anniversaries 

 

Michael & Susan Ray 12/13/2017    
Joel & Myra Keltz 12/15/2017    
Leonard & Elaine Hook 12/16/2017    

Jerry & Linda Dukes 12/18/2017  Robert & Fern Slutsky 12/25/2017 

Lee & Karen Rubinson 12/21/2017  Leonard & Wendy Sudberg 12/26/2017 

Raymond & Andrea Hellin 12/23/2017  Martin Evans & Lois Bussin-Evans 12/27/2017 

Harold & Fran Posner 12/23/2017  Robert & Ruby Weinstein 12/27/2017 

Carl & Joyce Berg 12/24/2017  Alan & Adrienne Silver 12/28/2017 

William & Joyce Witlin 12/24/2017  Dick & Marlyn Smith 1/2/2018 

Albert & Natalie Herbst 12/25/2017  Tony & Carol Underwood 1/6/2018 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

 

 

 DONATIONS   October 15 - November 10, 2017 
 

 

Skurow Choir Fund   

 Donor Reason 

 Smith, W. Richard & Marlyn IMO Anne Greenman, mother of Marilyn Smith 

   
Jack Vitale Edu Fund   

 Donor Reason 

 Brauer, Evelyn IMO Leah Weitzman, mother of Evelyn Brauer 

 Brauer, Evelyn IMO Heidi Brauer, mother-in-law of Evelyn Brauer 

 Jacobs, Beverly IHO Leslie & Larry Waldbaum's birthdays 

 Kalter, Phyllis IMO Harry Finkel, father of Phyllis Kalter 

 Kalter, Phyllis IMO Sam Kalter, father-in-law of Phyllis Kalter 
   

Francine Kaplan 12/11/2017  Thomasine Williams 12/24/2017     
Joan Singer 12/11/2017  David Bailey 12/25/2017     
Florann Greenberg 12/12/2017  William Krone 12/25/2017    

Richard Schachter 12/12/2017  Dee Berkowitz 12/26/2017    

Leah Frederick 12/13/2017  Joyce Rosenblatt 12/26/2017    

Stephen Greenberg 12/13/2017  Norman Schuster 12/26/2017  David Lazar 1/1/2018 

John Adams 12/15/2017  Carla Shoap 12/26/2017  James Kale 1/3/2018 

Lorette Belgraier 12/15/2017  Davida Brachfeld 12/27/2017  Betty Goldblatt 1/4/2018 

Kathy Bronshtein 12/15/2017  Myra Keltz 12/27/2017  Jill Kamps 1/4/2018 

Robert Konig 12/15/2017  Linda Kochnover 12/27/2017  Sally Cohen 1/5/2018 

Audrey Sterkin 12/16/2017  Caren Hartvik 12/28/2017  Jacqueline Newmark 1/5/2018 

Julio Brener 12/17/2017  Stanley Jersky 12/28/2017  Melvin Blanck 1/7/2018 

Harvey Bernstein 12/18/2017  Richard Bloom 12/29/2017  Steve Menyhar 1/7/2018 

Joy Meyer 12/18/2017  Bonnie Klepner 12/29/2017  James Eimer  1/8/2018 

Stuart Feinberg 12/20/2017  Sharon Rudolph 12/29/2017  Alan Gold 1/8/2018 

Holly Schwartztol 12/20/2017  Harvey Sklaver 12/29/2017  Andrea Hellin 1/8/2018 

Joe Harvest 12/21/2017  Joseph Yablonsky 12/29/2017  Lynn Wallace 1/9/2018 

Kathie Spector 12/22/2017  Sheryl Cohen 1/1/2018  Nancy Schuster 1/10/2018 

Eileen Neff 12/23/2017  Marcia Cohen-Robins 1/1/2018  Bernard Sussman 1/10/2018 



Morgan Landscape Fund   

 Donor Reason 

 Gold, Lawrence & Paula IMO Ida Harris, mother of Marti Greenberg 

 Goodman, Stan & Renee' Get well for Al Herbst 

 Kohn, Ethel IMO Paul Solomon 

 Laliberte, Raymond Donation 

 Margulis, Erv IMO Samuel Margulis, father of Erv Margulis 

 Silverman, Beatrice IMO David Taub, father of Beatrice Silverman 

   
Prayer Book Donations   

 Donor Reason 

 Elias, Paul & Sherry IMO Nathan Garovoy, father of Sherry Elias 

 Jasper, Ann IMO Marvin Jasper 

 Lowitt, Joan M. IMO Dr. Michael Lowitt 

 Rittberg, Samuel & Geri IMO Alice Hirsch 

 Rosenbaum, Denise IMO Marvin Rosenbaum, husband of Denise Rosenbaum 

 Marcia Gelber In Loving Memory of aunt Anna Familietti  

   
General Donations   

 Donor Reason 

 Byer, Alan & Marilyn IHO Seff Stein's Bar Mitzvah 

 Byer, Alan & Marilyn IMO Gloria Barker, mother & grandmother 

 Byer, Alan & Marilyn Mazel tov to Rabbi & Ellen on son's wedding 

 Clark, Robert & Susan IHO Bruce & Sally Benney 

 Clark, Robert & Susan IHO Alan Byer birthday and Alyah 

 Clark, Robert & Susan Speedy recovery for Norm White 

 Cohen, Janice IHO marriage of Rabbi Mel and Ellen's son and daughter-in-law 

 Davis, Brenda IMO Samuel Adler 

 Faigin, Dr. Stan & Barbara IMO Alice Hirsch 

 Goldin, Jerry & Joanne Congratulations to Rabbi Mel & Ellen on marriage of your son 

 Korman, Alan & Marilyn Donation 

 Kramer, Alvin & Ethel IHO Alan Silver's 70th birthday 

 Stein, Jeff & Julie IMO Alice Hirsch 

   
Yahrzeit-Gen Fund   

 Donor Reason 

 

Bashaway, Judith & Garrison, 

Melinda IMO Barnet W. Bashaway, father of Judith Bashaway 

 

Bashaway, Judith & Garrison, 

Melinda IMO Peggy Garrison, mother of Melinda Garrison 

 Bender, Richard & Harriet IMO Belle Bender, mother of Richard Bender 

 Bovee, Carol IMO Roland Levine, father of Carol Bovee 

 Byer, Alan & Marilyn IMO Betty Golden, mother of Marilyn Byer 

 Cantor, Karen IMO Ruben Weinstein, father of Karen Cantor 

 Cantor, Karen IMO Goldie Weinstein, mother of Karen Cantor 

 Chidakel, Susan IMO Irving Shaw, father of Susan Chidakel 

 Cimino, James & Frances IMO Erika Stulzaft, mother of Frances Cimino 

 Clark, Robert & Susan IMO Phil Ettman, brother of Bruce Ettman 

 Clark, Robert & Susan IMO Ruth Clark, mother of Robert Clark 

 Feiertag, Richard & Roberta IMO Arthur Land, father of Roberta Feiertag 

 Feiertag, Richard & Roberta IMO Philip Feiertag, father of Riechar Feiertag 

 Finkel, Herbert IMO Cheryl Finkel, wife of Herbert Finkel 

 Fudin, Gilbert & Brachfeld, Davida IMO Shlomo Weisser, father of Davida Brachfeld 

 Gantz, Herbert & Rosalind IMO Pauline Flaxman, mother of Rosalind Gantz 

 Gantz, Herbert & Rosalind IMO Marilyn Gantz, sister-in-law of Herbert Gantz 



 Halberg, Jeanne & Howard IMO Max Halberg, father of Howard Halberg 

 Halberg, Jeanne & Howard IMO Esther Halberg, mother of Howard Halberg 

 Halberg, Jeanne & Howard IMO Hennetta Newman, mother of Jeanne Halberg 

 Lando, Marvin IMO Harry Lando, father of Marvin Lando 

 

Leeser, Howard & Pistoll-Leeser, 

Linda IMO William Pistoll, husband of Linda Pistoll-Leeser 

 Lowitt, Joan M. IMO Michael F. Lowitt, husband of Joan OLowitt 

 Marlin, Selma IMO Hyman Kassenoff, father of Selma Marlin 

 Meyer, Joy IMO Howard Rosenberg, father of Joy Meyer 

 Meyers, Enid IMO Fay Rivkin, mother of Enid Meyers 

 Plotkin, Rosalie IMO Mary Maizel, sister-in-law of Rosalie Plotkin 

 Rittberg, Samuel & Geri IMO Elsie Turk, mother of Geri Rittberg 

 Sampson, Jay IMO Leigh Sampson, daughter of Jay Sampson 

 Silver, Alan & Adrienne IMO Betty Golden, mother of Adrienne Silver & Marilyn Byer 

 Solomon, Stephen & Sharon IMO Ben Fishel, father of Sharon Solomon 

 Solomon, Stephen & Sharon IMO Marilyn Rosenberg, sister of Sharon Solo9mon 

 Spector, Kathie IMO Alfred Hirsch, father of Kathie Spector 

 Willner, Eugene & Karen IMO Lorraine Kaye, mother of Karen Willner 

   
Trees for Israel   

 Donor Reason 

 Feinberg, Stuart & Susan Sirmai IHO Renee Gershman's recovery from surgery 

   
 
 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS - Join our expanding new Jewish War Veterans Post 352 Judith A. Resnick. If you 

have any questions, please contact Gerry Prezioso 352-350-3455 
 

JEWISH SINGLES CLUB (JSC) - Meets the first Thursday every month at Churchill Street Recreation 

Center. For information contact the following: Bev: 631 974 5150 (Text Only) Bev.Goldstein@Yahoo.com; 

Hedi: Hdbed@Aol.com; Herb: ltchsiegel@gmail.com 
 

BORSCHT BELT CLUB -Village residents meet the 3rd Sunday of every month (except July/August) at Lake 

Miona Rec Center at 6:00m pm. Contact Arlene Kaplan, 352-753-0482 or email borschtbeltclub@gmail.com 
 

VILLAGES NORTH JEWISH CHAVURAH - Meets the first Saturday of the month at the Lake Miona 

Recreation Center. For information, contact Ted Harris 352-751-1010 or tvnorthchavurah@gmail.com   
 

VILLAGES SOUTH JEWISH CHAVURAH - Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Saturday of each month at the 

Rohan Recreation Center. For information, contact David Isenberg 404-353-4769 or www.tvs-chavurah.org 
 

THE VILLAGE KIBITZERS - Meets the fourth Sunday of the month at Eisenhower Rec Center except July and 

August. All events are RSVP only. For information, please contact David Rubin, 352-430-3931 or email 

tvkibitzers@gmail.com 
 

TRI-COUNTY CHAPTER OF HADASSAH - Meets at 9:45 p.m. every fourth Thursday at Temple Shalom unless 

notified due to a Holiday. For information please contact Sandee Bearison, 352-205-8688 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Board of Directors     Your Trustees  
President  Iris Holtz    Butch Ballot  Erv Margulis    

First Vice President Alan Byer    Sherry Levin  Larry Wallace 

Second Vice President Bruce Levin    Ken Elinoff Thommie Williams 

Treasurer  John Swanson      

Recording Secretary Renee Gershman  

Ex-Officio President Steve Lowe 

Parliamentarian Robert Via 
 

Sisterhood President Lynn Sindoris    Brotherhood President     Paul Elias    
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:borschtbeltclub@gmail.com
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 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
Deadline: 15th of the preceding month. 

Articles: Single spaced...One space after a period…Sentence Case 

Microsoft WORD, rich text or directly in an email only 
 

Please do not use Google Docs or pdf files Do not format or set style 

Photos: No more than two per article/topic Photos Must be Jpeg files 

Small or medium size only   Identify the people in the photo, from left to right 
 

For advertising information, please contact Jeannie Richter. 

Board Liaison: Sherry Levin   Proofreader: Rita Grobman    

Advertising Sales: Jeannie Richter  Co-Editor: Sherry Levin 

Production: Derick Dimry   Co-Editor: Charlotte Newman 

 



 



 

The gift cards are for sale every Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday before Shabbat Services  or 
by contacting Karen & Gerry to make other 
arrangements. 
 

To those of you who have supported the program, 
we thank you.  To those who haven't, please stop 
by and let us show you what we have and what we 
can order. 
 

We thank you for your attention and hope to see 
you around the gift card table. 
 

~ Gerry & Karen Prezioso 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


